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that this positive and prudent personage, so capable (as
the sentimental Madame d'Epinay found to her grief) of
putting self-interest before love, in affairs of the heart,
became, under the dominion of the supreme hatred of
Bousseau, that was certainly the greatest passion he
knew, absolutely self devoted in his malice; and ready to
expose himself to risks that might easily have cost him
his life.

For, there can be no doubt about it, after the publica-
tion of the second part of the Confessions in 1789, and
especially after the appearance of G-inguene's Letters in
1791, Paris was not a safe residence for the denounced
calumniator and persecutor of Eousseau. He had felt it:
and had left France for a time. But he returned, in as
quiet a manner as possible, in October 1791; and spent
four months secluded in his house, 3, Sue de Mont
Blanc, seeing no one, and evidently occupied in settling
some urgent private affairs. Evidently also what had
brought him back to Paris was not the removal of his
property left there : for all his furniture, clothing, books,
etc., were seized in his house in 1793.

In his Memoires Historiques sur rOrigine et les suites
de mon attachement pour VImperatrice Catherine,
Grimm makes the sole reason for his return to Paris his
anxiety to place in safety his confidential correspond-
ence with the Empress of all the Eussias.

"In the course of this year 1791," he wrote, "her
Majesty became anxious about her correspondence and
her papers. I returned to Paris in October 1791, not to
burn them, but to contrive to get them out of France.
No doubt I was tempted at the same time to save
many things that were precious to myself. But the
times were so troubled it was easy to see that at the
slightest appearance of a removal, the first package
leaving my house would have been searched and pro-
bably pillaged, under the pretext of a conspiracy against
liberty. I was, I knew, already denounced in the sections
and committees, as engaged in an intimate correspond-onths. And, here, too, it wasier-
